have pixels with substantially uniform white level independent of the velocity of said 
object moving relative to said PLIIM-based imaging system; 

c) transmitting the computed optical power value(s) to said micro-controller; and 

d) said micro-controller using said computed optical power value to drive each said 
light diode so that it produces a planar light illumination beam (PLIB) having the 
computed optical power level with said FOV, 

whereby the PLIB illuminates said object as said object moves through said FOV, and 
said PLIIM-based imaging system automatically produces a digital image of the moving 
object, with pixels having a substantially uniform white level, independent of the velocity 
of the moving object — 

--67 1. The method of claim 670, wherein step (a) comprises illuminating said object with a pair 
of amplitude-modulated (AM) laser beams, capturing a pair of images of said moving object, and 
processing said pair of images so as to compute the velocity of said object— 

—672, The method of claim 671, wherein step (b) comprises computing said optical power of 
said light emitting diodes (LEDs) by: 

a) computing the line rate of the linear image detection array based on the computed 
object velocity and the constant image resolution desired; 

b) computing the photo-integration time period of the linear image detection array 
based on the computed line rate; and 

c) computing the optical power of each light diode based on the computed photo- 
integration time period.- 

-673. The method of claim 670, wherein step (a) comprises detecting the velocity of the object 
transported relative to said PLIIM based imaging system supported above a conveyor belt 
structure, along which the object is being transported.- 

-674. The method of claim 670, wherein step (a) comprises detecting the velocity of the object 
transported relative to said PLIIM based imaging system embodied within a hand-supportable 
housing, past which the object is being transported.— 

—675. A planar light illumination and imaging (PLIIM) based system for producing digital 
images of a moving object, with pixels having a substantially uniform white level, said PLIIM 
based system comprising: 
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a system housing of unitary construction having a first light transmission aperture and a 
second light transmission aperture, wherein said first and second light transmission apertures are 
spatially aligned with each other; 

a linear PLIIM-based imaging subsystem mounted within said system housing and 

having 

a planar light illumination array (PLIA) including a plurality of light emitting 
diodes (LEDs) for producing and projecting a planar light illumination beam (PLIB) through said 
first light transmission aperture, so as to illuminate an object as it is moving past said PLIIM 
based system, and 

an image formation and detection (LVD) module having a linear image detection array 
and imaging forming optics for providing said linear image detection array with a field of view 
(FOV) which is projected through said second light transmission aperture, and along which 
images of illuminated portions of said object can be detected, 

wherein said PLIB and FOV are arranged in a coplanar relationship along the working 
range of said PLIIM based system so that the PLIB illuminates primarily within said FOV of the 
IFD module; 

an object velocity measurement subsystem for projecting and scanning a light beam along 
the surface of said object, receiving light reflected from said object, generating electrical signals 
representative to a characteristics of said received light, processing said electrical signals to 
determine the velocity thereof and generating object velocity data indicative of the determined 
velocity of the object; 

a camera control computer, mounted within said system housing, for controlling the 
operation of said linear PLIIM-based imaging subsystem, in response to control data generated 
by said object velocity measurement subsystem and transmitted to said camera control computer, 

wherein said camera control computer 

(1) uses said object velocity data to compute the optical power which each light emitting 
diode (LED) in said linear PLIIM-based imaging system must produce in order that each digital 
image captured by said PLIIM system will have pixels with a substantially uniform white level, 
independent of object velocity; and 

(2) generates and transmits control signals to said light emitting diodes (LEDs) in order to 
control the operation thereof so that said PLIIM-based imaging subsystem produces digital 
images of said object, wherein the pixels in each said digital image have a substantially uniform 
white level independent of the measured object velocity.- 

-676. The PLIIM based system of claim 675, wherein said PLIIM based imaging is system 
supported above a conveyor belt structure, along which the object is being transported.-- 
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-677. The PLUM based system of claim 675, wherein said PLUM based imaging system is 
embodied within a hand-supportable housing, past which the object is being transported.- 

-678. A planar light illumination and imaging (PLUM) system for producing digital images of a 
moving object, with pixels having a substantially uniform white level, said PLIIM based system 
comprising: 

a system housing of unitary construction having a first light transmission aperture, a 
second light transmission aperture, and a third light transmission aperture, wherein said first and 
second light transmission apertures are spatially aligned with each other, and said third light 
transmission aperture is disposed at a predetermined distance away from said first and second 
light transmission apertures; 

a linear PLHM-based imaging subsystem mounted within said system housing and 

having 

a planar light illumination array (PLIA) including a plurality of light emitting 
diodes (LEDs) for producing and projecting a planar light illumination beam (PUB) through said 
first light transmission aperture, so as to illuminate an object as it is moving past said PLIIM 
based imaging system, and 

an image formation and detection (IFD) module having a linear image detection array 
and imaging forming optics for providing said linear image detection array with a field of view 
(FOV) which is projected through said second light transmission aperture, and along which 
images of illuminated portions of said object can be detected, 

wherein said PLIB and FOV are arranged in a coplanar relationship along the working 
range of said PLIIM system so that the PLIB illuminates primarily within said FOV of the IFD 
module; 

a light scanning object velocity measurement subsystem mounted within said system 
housing, for producing a pair of amplitude modulated (AM) laser scanning beams which are 
projected through said third light transmission aperture so as to scan the surface of said 
transported object and determine the velocity thereof and generate object velocity data indicative 
of the determined velocity of the object; 

a camera control computer, mounted within said system housing, for controlling the 
operation of said linear PLIIM-based imaging subsystem, in response to control data generated 
by said light scanning object velocity measurement subsystem and transmitted to said camera 
control computer, 

wherein said camera control computer 



Page 5 of 16 



(1) uses said object velocity data to compute the optical power which each light emitting 
diode (LED) in said linear PLIIM-based imaging system must produce in order that each digital 
image captured by said PLIIM based imaging system will have substantially the same white 
level, independent of object velocity; and 

(2) generates and transmits control signals to said light emitting diodes (LEDs) in order to 
control the operation thereof so that said PLIIM-based imaging subsystem produces digital 
images of said object, wherein the pixels in each said digital image have a substantially uniform 
white level independent of the measured object velocity.-- 

-679. The PLIIM based system of claim 675, wherein said PLIIM based imaging is system 
supported above a conveyor belt structure, along which the object is being transported.- 

--680. The PLIIM based system of claim 675, wherein said PLIIM based imaging system is 
embodied within a hand-supportable housing, past which the object is being transported. -- 

-68 1 . A planar light illumination and imaging (PLIIM) based imaging system for automatically 
producing digital images of a moving object with pixels having a substantially uniform white 
level independent of the velocity of the moving object, said PLIIM based imaging system 
comprising: 

a linear image detection array with a field of view (FOV) projectable onto the moving 

object; 

a planar light illumination array (PLIA) with a plurality of light emitting diodes (LEDs) 
arranged in a linear array, for producing a planar light illumination beam (PLIB) coplanar with 
the FOV of said linear image detection array; 

an object velocity measurement subsystem for automatically measuring the velocity of 
the moving object; 

a micro-controller for controlling the operation of the linear image detection array and 
said PLIA, and carrying out the following control operations: 

(1) using the velocity of the object measured by said object velocity measurement 
subsystem, to compute the optical power which each said light emitting diode (LED) must 
produce in order that each digital image of the object, formed by illuminating said object with 
said computed optical power, will have pixels with substantially uniform white level independent 
of the velocity of said object moving relative to said PLIIM-based imaging system; and 
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